TRADITION AND TRANSITION

senting them with a Yankee smile. Born in Chicago, Fuller
had spent much time in European travel, concerned and yet
amused by the contrast between his two worlds. He was, as
he said of an American in the Chevalier, "between two fires,
both of which scorched him; between two schools, neither
of which offered him a comfortable seat; between the two
horns of a dilemma, each of which seemed more cruelly sharp
than the other." But Fuller turned without apparent effort
to the study of manners in his native city and wrote The
Cliff-Dwellers (1893) and With the Procession (1895). At
a time when local color was glorifying its localities and Ham-
lin Garland was saying that Chicago must supersede New
York as a literary center, Fuller, who was to live all his life
in Chicago, nevertheless saw it with eyes which were at once
realistic and cosmopolitan. In two collections of short stories,
From the Other Side (1898) and Waldo Trench and Others
(1908), he dealt with various Americans traveling in Europe,
and in a third, Under the Skylights (1901), the life of art as
conducted in Chicago.

Speaking of another character of his, in On the Stairs
(1918), Fuller said: "he wanted to be an artist and give him-
self out; he wanted to be a gentleman and hold himself in.
An entangling, ruinous paradox/' Something like this paradox
kept Fuller, against his will, a dilettante. In one of the pun-
gent sketches in his free-verse Lines Long and Short (1917)
he told, more or less autobiographically, of a Midwestern
American who has all his life longed and planned to live in
Europe but who finds himself ready to realize his wish only
in the dread summer of 1914, when he sees there will be no
more peace as long as he can hope to live. After 1917 Fuller
himself lived in quiet seclusion in Chicago, where fate and
his own fatalism had fixed him in spite of his divided im-
pulses. He lacked the passion which might have made him
able either to detach himself from Chicago altogether or else
to submerge himself in it till he was reconciled. Though